
PAXTANG BOROUGH
Municipal Building 3423 Derry Street 

Regular Business Meeting 
December 20, 2011 

President Ninosky called the monthly meeting of the Paxtang Borough Council to order at 7:15 p.m., 
followed by the Pledge of allegiance to the Flag, led by Mayor Stambaugh. 

Roll Call was taken. 

Council Members Present
Council President John R. Ninosky, Sr. 
Council Vice-President E. Denny Beaver

Council Members Sheilah Borne Fuller 
Lynn Kipp 
Virginia Panza 
Raymond Patackis 
Deborah Seneca

Mayor Keldeen L. Z. Stambaugh

Borough Officials 
Borough Manager/Chief Kenneth E. Beard 
Borough Solicitor J. Stephen Feinour 
Borough Engineer W. Max Shradley
Fire Chief Todd Zwigart 

President Ninosky announced there would be a change in the order of the Regular Business Meeting and 
that the  meeting would commence with Public Comment.  President Ninosky informed interested parties to 
state their name, address and to please limit their comments to three (3) minutes or less. 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Ms.  Deborah  Appleby  of  3124  Duke  Street questioned  if  the  Borough  Manager  has  been  put  on 
Administrative leave due to an alleged investigation and asked for clarification as to if there were other 
accusations as well.  Ms. Appleby proceeded to ask Council what their course of action would be.   
President Ninosky said an Executive Session was held prior to this evening’s meeting to discuss personnel 
matters.   President  Ninosky acknowledged  that  to  his  understanding  there  is  an  investigation but  that 
Council has not been formally approached by anyone from the County or the District Attorney’s office. 
President Ninosky stated this is a personnel matter that shall remain confidential.  

Mr. George Murphy of 213 Kelso Street asked why the Borough keeps a fleet of six (6) police vehicles. 
Mr. Murphy said it  had come to his attention that  Police Officers  were not compensated for overtime 
worked and asked for an explanation.  President Ninosky said there are ongoing labor issues, that there was  
a conflict over how the overtime was calculated, and that the matter is, in fact, being resolved.   President 
Ninosky stated a vehicle is available for the Chief of Police/Borough Manager, one vehicle is available for 
general Borough use, two are patrol vehicles, and one vehicle is equipped for use in inclement weather. 
President Ninosky advised that a new vehicle has just been purchased for use by the Police, and due to that  
acquisition, one cruiser has been taken out of service, leaving a total of five vehicles having a Borough 
function or use.  Mr. Murphy commented that when he was on Council, the Borough had a total of two 
vehicles.   President Ninosky remarked that one of the vehicles in use now is one of the two Mr. Murphy 
made reference to. The vehicle in question had been donated by Paxtang to Dauphin Borough and when 
their Police department ceased to exist, Dauphin Borough donated the vehicle back to Paxtang PD.



Ms. Brenda Noell of 19 North 30th Street is of the understanding that the Borough provides a vehicle to 
the Borough Secretary in order to commute to and from work.  President Ninosky informed Ms. Noell that  
the Borough Secretary uses her personal vehicle for commuting but there is a vehicle available for general  
Borough use if need be.  This vehicle is included in the count given by President Ninosky earlier.

Mr. John Pfau of 108 North 32nd Street asked if Council has considered disbanding the Police department 
as this is a large expense, a large liability, and that it could possibly be more economical to contract with 
Swatara Township.  President Ninosky said there have been several  Public Meetings over the past few 
years regarding this matter and that the Police Department obviously is the largest expense for the Borough, 
by far.  President Ninosky stated that the Borough cannot contract for services due to the current Collective 
Bargaining Agreement between the Borough, the Police and their Union. Mr. Pfau asked when the Police  
contract would be up.  President Ninosky replied that it would be up in the coming year of 2012 and that 
negotiations would be ongoing.  Mr. Pfau stated again that the Police Department is to be considered a  
large liability.

Mr. George Bowman of 2902 Brisban Street  stated some time ago an accusation was made against a 
Borough Officer which Mr. Bowman felt Council did not do anything about.  Manager Beard explained 
since it involved an Officer of the Borough, the issue was turned over to the Dauphin County District  
Attorney for investigation.  It was determined there were no charges warranted, and involved no criminal 
activity.   Mr. Bowman said no witnesses were interviewed in this case and that  he made this clear  to 
Council.    President Ninosky thanked Mr. Bowman for his comment and continued with the meeting. 

Ms. Brenda Noell of 19 North 30th Street asked if Paxtang Borough Police Officers provide 24 hour 
coverage for the Borough.   President Ninosky said there are times when shifts are unfilled and coverage 
would be provided through the PA State Police.  Ms. Knoll said she was under the impression that when a 
shift was unfilled, that the Chief of Police would take over.   President Ninosky replied that Chief Beard 
does fill shifts but there are times when shifts are open and turned over to the PA State Police.  

Ms. Sue Kompare of  3200 Duke Street asked  how the public  will  be keep  apprised of  the ongoing 
situation and progress being made as she believes most Borough residents were not aware of this matter  
until an article appeared in a local newspaper.   President Ninosky stated decisions regarding personnel 
issues are to be accomplished by vote in an open meeting.  If a decision were to be made at a special 
meting, that meeting would be advertised in the Patriot Newspaper.   Ms. Kompare inquired as to how one 
would go about  obtaining a copy of  the agenda for  a  regular  meeting.   President  Ninosky stated that 
generally the agenda is fluid up until the time of the meeting.  Copies of the agenda along with Treasurer’s  
Report are provided for the public in Council Chambers before the start of a Regular Business Meeting. 
  
Mr. Frank Forsyth of 3006 Derry Street voiced his concern that the only time one sees a crowd at a 
meeting is when someone wants to “throw rocks” and asked those in attendance where they are when there  
are “roses” to be passed out.  President Ninosky thanked Mr. Forsyth for his comments.

President Ninosky asked if anyone else wished to voice their concerns.  Hearing none, President Ninosky 
informed Council that the Public Comment segment would be closed at this time and asked if there were  
any motions to be entertained.

Councilwoman Borne Fuller  informed President Ninosky that  she would make a motion regarding the 
matter related to the alleged misappropriation of public funds. 
*1) Councilwoman Borne Fuller made a motion recommending that a written reprimand be placed in the 
Borough Manager’s personnel file and that restitution for the value of time and services be made to the  
Borough.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Kipp.  Motion carried.  Councilwoman Panza abstained 
from the vote due to a conflict of interest.

MINUTES
*2) Vice-President Beaver made a motion to dispense with the reading of the Minutes from the November  
15, 2011 Regular Business Meeting and to approve the same.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Panza. 
Motion carried. 



TREASURER’S REPORT
*3) Vice-President Beaver made a motion to dispense with the reading of the Treasurer’s Report for the 
month of November, 2011 and to approve the same.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Borne Fuller.  
Motion carried. 

REPORT OF THE FIRE CHIEF
Chief Zwigart referred Council to his written report of the Fire Company and Fire Police activities for the 
month of November and offered  Council  the opportunity for  questions and comments.   Chief  Zwigart  
mentioned that although his report indicated three (3) working fires, the fires in question were outside the  
Borough.  Chief Zwigart reported that Santa Claus made his rounds and that the Fire company banquet will 
be  held on January  21st and  invited  Council  to  attend.   President  Ninosky thanked Chief  Zwigart  for  
assisting Santa on his recent journey throughout the Borough and wished Chief Zwigart a Merry Christmas.

REPORT OF THE MANAGER  
Seminars:  Information on future seminars was sent to Council members prior to the Regular Business 
Meeting and offered Council the opportunity for questions and comments.

 Reorganization Meeting
 Manager  Beard reminded Council  that  the 2012 Reorganization meeting wouldl  be held on Tuesday, 
January 3rd at 6:00 p.m. in Council Chambers. 

Gym Use Request
Manager Beard presented for Council’s consideration a gratis request for use of the municipal gymnasium 
from Mr. John Spagnola, with the Suburban Basketball League. This is the organization that the Wilhelm-
Paxtang Athletic Association has merged with. 
*4) Councilwoman Borne Fuller made a motion to approve the request  for gym use by Mr. Spagnola. 
Motion seconded by Councilwoman Panza.  Motion carried. 

Gym Use Request
Manager  Beard  presented  for  Council’s  consideration  a  request  from  Mr.  Josh  Wolfe  for  use  of  the 
municipal gymnasium to conduct a for profit business venture.  Mr. Wolfe is offering to pay $25.00 per  
hour for use of the facility for one (1) to five (5) hours a week during the times of 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
President Ninosky noted that Council has generally denied requests for business use of the gymnasium. 
Mayor  Stambaugh stated  that  Mr.  Wolfe  has  made  it  known that  he  indicated  to  pay  for  use  of  the 
gymnasium.  Councilwoman Borne Fuller asked if Mr. Wolfe has appropriate liability insurance.  Manager 
Beard  said Mr.  Wolfe  would need  to  show valid insurance  before  any agreement  would be accepted. 
Mayor Stambaugh and Council were in agreement to honor the request as long as the gymnasium was 
available.   President Ninosky stated that it would be advisable to defer this matter until Manager Beard  
was able to obtain more information and proper insurance forms from Mr. Wolfe. Mr. Ninosky also stated 
that availability to Mr. Wolfe would be secondary to non-profit organizations associated with the Borough.

PROSPECTIVE BACKHOE PURCHASE
Manager  Beard  has  approached  Penbrook Borough with  the  idea  of  a  joint  purchase  of  a  pre-owned 
backhoe at a cost of approximately $48,000.00.  Although Penbrook has indicated they are not interested in 
such a purchase at this time, Manager Beard asked Council if they had a desire to proceed with a possible 
acquisition for Paxtang.  Manager Beard informed Council that monies would be available through the 
Sewer Fund.  Vice-President Beaver advised that Penbrook is gracious enough to allow Paxtang use of their 
backhoe when it is available and that he believes it could be an issue if Penbrook’s equipment would, for  
some reason, not be available for Paxtang. Vice-President Beaver informed Council that funding could be 
split between Highway and Sewer Funds.  Councilwoman Borne Fuller if a maintenance agreement would 
be included with the purchase.   Manager  Beard said the purchase  would be considered  “As Is” but  a 
maintenance agreement could possibly be purchased for an additional fee.  Councilwoman Borne Fuller 
suggested  the  machinery  in  question be  inspected  and  the  findings  be  brought  back  to  Council  for  a  
determination.



NON UNIFORM PENSION
Manager Beard has received a letter  from the Union for a brief outline of the proposed pension plan.  
Manager Beard has submitted the information as requested and is waiting for their response.  The plan 
would need to have approval from the Union first before being moving on.  

HUMANE SOCIETY CONTRACT  
Manager  Beard  informed  Council  that  the  Humane  Society  Contract  is  up  for  renewal  with  a  non-
refundable retainer fee of $250.00.  This fee is for the privilege of having a Borough official drop off dogs,  
and dogs only, to the Humane Society.  The following charges will be applied in addition to the retainer  
fee: $122.00 per dog and $265.00 per Pit Bull.  The Borough has opted out of providing emergency pick up 
services.  

Members of the audience asked what is being done to combat the issue of cats running at large within the 
Borough.  Manager Beard indicted there are volunteers who will assume the responsibility for them on a 
temporary basis and that interested parties may contact Swatara Township for more information. If Council 
wishes to include the drop off of cats, the Humane Society will charge $135.70 per cat.

HOME OCCUPATION 
Manager Beard has received a Home Occupation application from a resident in the 3200 block of Derry  
Street requesting permission to conduct a cleaning business.  This will be brought before Council at the 
Regular Business Meeting, scheduled for Tuesday, January 17th. 

ORDINANCE NO. 630
Manager Beard presented for Council’s consideration  Ordinance No. 630,  an Ordinance amending the 
Code of Ordinances for the Borough of Paxtang prohibiting Parking, Stopping, and Standing at all times in 
certain locations.   
*5)  Vice-President  Beaver  made  a  motion  to  Adopt  Ordinance  No.  630.  Motion  seconded  by 
Councilwoman Borne Fuller.  Motion carried. 

CDBG SALDO GRANT
Manager Beard is in receipt of Requests for Proposal (RFP) from firms seeking the contract for the revision 
and update of the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO).  Council members interested 
in reviewing the proposals should contact Manager Beard. 

CIVIL SERVICE REPORT 
Manager Beard presented for Council’s consideration the Civil Service Commission’s annual report for the 
calendar year  2011.  
*6) Councilwoman Borne Fuller made a motion to approve the Civil Service report.  Motion seconded by 
Councilwoman Panza.  Motion carried. 

POLICE REPORT 
Chief Beard presented for Council a report on police activity for the month of November and offered a 
verbal explanation as well.  Chief Beard advised members of the audience to be alert and call Police when 
they see suspicious vehicles or activity within the Borough and to lock windows, cars, and garages as well. 

Ms. Delores Murphy of 213 Kelso Street  asked why Manager Beard reported on Committee matters as 
opposed to  Committee Chairpersons. President Ninosky stated Committee Chairpersons would be afforded 
the opportunity to formally present their reports later in the evening’s meeting. 

Ms. Lori Toro of 210 Park Terrace stated it was her understanding that a garage next to 210 Park Terrace 
was  broken  into  recently  but  was  not  reported.   Ms.  Toro  advised  everyone  in  attendance  to  report  
suspicious activity or incidents to the Police no matter how small one might feel the incident to be.



REPORT OF THE MAYOR
Mayor Stambaugh indicated Paxtang Police are using the social networking services of Facebook and  will 
be entering data regarding events  and happenings within the Borough.  Mayor Stambaugh encouraged 
members of the audience to utilize the Borough Website and to call the Borough office as well.
Mayor Stambaugh reported that Cookies and Crafts with the Mayor, was held on Sunday, December 11th in 
the  municipal  gymnasium.   Mayor  Stambaugh  was  appreciative  for  all  the  help  received  from  adult 
volunteers, enabling this event to be such a success. 

REPORT OF THE SOLICITOR 
No Report from Borough Solicitor Feinour 

REPORT OF CODES ENFORCEMENT  
Codes Enforcement Officer Ed Wenger referred Council to his written report for the month of November.  
Mr.  Wenger  reported  that  a  Borough  resident  had  a  concern  with  some  brush  and  trees  that  were 
encroaching out onto Murdock Street.  Mr. Wenger has written a letter to the property owner asking them 
to trim the trees. Manager Beard stated that he received a letter from the resident to which Mr. Wenger 
referred, Mr. Donald Nickel of 214 N. 30th Street. Mr. Nickle specifically asked  that his letter be brought to 
the attention of Council.

Ms. Lori Toro of 210 Park Terrace asked Mr. Wenger if the Borough has any provisions in place to have 
a property inspected before it  is  rented to a new tenant.   Mr. Wenger said there is  a Rental  Property  
Ordinance but he has not actively pursued the matter.  Mr. Wenger said if he receives a complaint he will 
investigate but does not have unqualified “right of entry”. Ms. Toro feels that when the property owner  
advises the Borough office that their property is vacant, that this would be an ideal time for Mr. Wenger to 
conduct  an  inspection  before  the  unit  is  rented  to  a  new  tenant.  Manager  Beard  mentioned  that  the 
Ordinance on the books at this time has substantial flaws and currently all Borough Ordinances are in the 
process of being codified. The update Code will be available for public inspection upon completion.  The  
Zoning Ordinance Update will be incorporated into the codification and will be available for public review 
as well.
  
REPORT OF THE ENGINEER 
Engineer Shradley referred Council to his written report and offered a verbal explanation as well.  Engineer 
Shradley stated he is developing a list of possible streets needing repair for 2012.  Engineer Shradley will 
have this information for Council’s consideration at the January Regular Business Meeting. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration - Vice-President Beaver presented for Council the Second Reading of the proposed Budget 
for 2012.
*7)  Vice-President  Beaver  made  a  motion  to  approve  the  Budget  for  2012.   Motion  seconded  by 
Councilwoman Panza.  Motion carried. 

ORDINANCE NO 627
Vice-President Beaver presented for Council's consideration Ordinance No. 627, an Ordinance fixing the 
Tax Rate for the fiscal year of 2012 at a rate of 9.6 mills for Real Estate, .75 for Highway, and .38 for Fire 
for a total tax rate of 10.73 mills.  There has been no tax increase for 2012.
*8)  Vice-President  Beaver  made  a  motion  to  approve  Ordinance  No.  627.  Motion  seconded  by 
Councilwoman Borne Fuller.  Motion carried. 

ORDINANCE NO. 628
Vice-President Beaver presented for Council's consideration Ordinance No. 628, an Ordinance setting the 
2012 Sewer rate at $80.00 (per residential unit).  
*9)  Vice-President  Beaver  made  a  motion  to  approve  Ordinance  No.  628.  Motion  seconded  by 
Councilwoman Borne Fuller.  Motion carried. 



ORDINANCE NO. 629 
Vice-President Beaver presented for Council's consideration Ordinance No. 629, an Ordinance setting the 
2012 Solid Waste rate at $250.00 per unit.  
*10)  Vice-President  Beaver  made  a  motion  to  approve  Ordinance  No.  629.   Motion  seconded  by 
Councilwoman Panza.  Motion carried. 

President Ninosky took this opportunity to thank Vice-President Beaver for his commitment in putting the 
2012 Budget together and stated that his efforts were greatly appreciated.  

Highway – Councilwoman Seneca mentioned that although her term on Council is expiring, she is willing 
to continue to  update the Borough website and the social networking services of  Facebook.  President 
Ninosky took this opportunity to express his gratitude to Councilwoman Seneca for her commitment and 
service to the Borough. 

Property and Recreation – Councilwoman Kipp commended the audience  for  attending this evening’s 
meeting and as Chairperson of the Property and Recreation Committee,  took this opportunity to thank 
everyone for their willingness to maintain their properties with such care and pride. Mrs. Kipp reminded 
those in attendance to report properties that are in need of attention.

Public Safety – Councilwoman Borne Fuller expressed her gratitude to Fire Chief Zwigart for not only his 
commitment to training and response to calls, but also for the ability to spread good cheer to young and old 
throughout the Borough this holiday season. 

Public Relations – Councilwoman Panza reported that the Paxtang Post is a work in progress and should be 
ready for delivery the first week in January.  The next deadline for submissions is set for March 15th. 

Health and Sanitation – Councilman Patackis stated that, at his suggestion, the waste and recycling contract 
for the Borough was extended for one (1) additional year at a nominal charge rather than proceeding with 
obtaining a new contract.  Borough residents have been very cooperative by placing their trash and recycle  
items out in a timely manner for Waste Management.  Councilman Patackis encouraged anyone having a 
Waste Management concern to call the Borough office and they will look into the issue.  Large recycle 
containers are available through the Borough office as well. Call for details.  A listing of recyclable items 
will be included in the next publication of the Paxtang Post. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – No Business to Report

NEW BUSINESS – No Business to Report 

COMMUNICATIONS – No Communications to Report 

PRESENTATION OF THE BILLS
*11) Vice-President Beaver made a motion to pay the bills.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Borne 
Fuller.  Motion carried. 

ADJOURNMENT 
President Ninosky declared the Regular business Meeting to be adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

                                                                      ____________________________________________
                                                                      Secretary
                                                                      
1. Restitution 
2. Minutes
3. Treasurer Report 
4. Gym Request – Suburban Basketball League (Youth)



5. Adopt Ord. 630 – Parking, Stopping, Standing 
6. Approve Civil Service Report 
7. Approve Budget 2012  
8. Approve Ord. 627 Tax Rate 2012  
9. Approve Ord 628 Sewer Rate 2012  
10. Approve Ord 629 Solid Waste 2012
11. Pay Bills
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